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INiitloei Fftetiow 

1. le fonmlatiiig oar piaeoe for the ttiqpledtKUlon edf 4CC6@ 
opereticaal petoatiel, befliq^oarten i# prefpexixig a eariae of Id^raa 
aaDfltpat^hiB cn the general eahjeot of CerrtHit letiaate «P the ABCC® 
J^taatioB, mile Is ^ firet of ^e meiea and la iataoded to review, 
in a msmary tomt the otsnraat 41CQQ lols^rant Polltioal iadtd.aaii« 

Part II of thia a^iea >dil deal with a review of the dUCCB epmtti^wm 
and Part HI will peMent a joint 0QlfB«i3KSSBM plan f# Idia coe- 
ploitatloa of ASCQiB op^tieoal potanyal, 

2, For a masher of yeore the followisg iS6CB£faotiaiie have been 
vying for etq>resa^ of iSSbOB politloe with little euoeeaai 

a* 

(1) fb» laat l<^;al eleetiom in latvia was held in 1933 in 
aoeordanoe with the provieiaDa ae eetahliidaed by tha XatVlaB eonetita«> 
tion of 1918. On ¥a^ 1$, 1934, the tatvlim dietator, SerUe ChKABIS 
diettelrttA the legally elected Latvian govarnmoat of 1934, forloug^hed 
all aoaabera of this gtmirmmt with tha eRO<q[?tion of Alberta KVXS3IS, 
the preeidant, and oreaWd a oabinet cf hie own which rulad the noiintry 
wi^oot any tHurlian^ary body or jsrocedore, end subseqaeatly beeane 
an eatneaely po^pnlar dictator. Althea^ tha fonnaer nesshera of parliament 
objeoted to i^e coop d’etat, thoy were muble to voioe way tiewa beoaaea 
of exle'I^Bg pr<^lffi&atl^ outlendng et»^ utterancos. fhe ahovvMMntionad 
oonetltntL^ provided that the line of eueoeaeion for the cffloe of tho 
preeideooy, in cause of the president* a death woKdd be as foUowai 
the preaideBt of the parliaffimit (or speahw^), tlw viee preaidwit at 
the parliaaimt (or first depnty Bpeekcof} » In the eleetiona of 1933, 

PanXe KALSIMS a3o& Bishop RAHOAH^S were eieoted to these etfflees respeo-> 
tlvely. Having served hi^ term, Alberts WtLWlS, was eliainated from 
the diotat<»r’e govemaent and lived A seoltided life) it le believed that 
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ke kae sinea than died« SAUI3JS has alse died, laoving Bishop 

RAN6AHS the pretender to the Latvitft jareeideney. 

(2) Dnrini; the Bnaslan and German eeei^tions of Latvia, its 
political life vas virtually at a standstill. However, after the ces- 
sation of hostilities the parliamentarians began their bid for poww 
among the emigration. Although they do not seem to have an organized 
body, most of their aotivity stems from Sweden where a great number of 
them have settled. Bishop EAN6ANS, however, settled in O^Emany where 
he, being a very able and humanitarian persem, attempted to unite all 
faetioQS and thereby became the head of the Latvian Central Goimoil 
(Latvijas Centrala Pademe), Bue to the faet that the parliimientarians 
ooneist of a very small mii^nii^ty, the Blsh^ met a great amount of oppo- 
sition and has also created seme animosity among many Latvian leaders. 

(3) The radical parliamentarian Is Binmo KAUHHS at present 
head of the S^mdlah Seoialists. In pre-war Latvia, BAIHIMS had been 
elected as a representative of the Social Democrats, was the fouxider and 
head of the SSS (Stardniekn Sperte un Saj^e) (Vorkers Spoirt and Protector) , 
and vas suspected of pro-Communist activities. In 1934 UIKAHIS oiatlawed 
the SSS and all its leaders. As a result lAMINS was forced to flee 
Latvia, tOien the IbiSBian f cross oeeupled Latvia, Kalnlns returned as 

the Political Advisor (Politruk) of the Latvian army (Territorial Corps). 

(4) Becanse of this assigment KALHINS is shunned and disliked 
by the majority of Latvians, both in and out of the hem^and. In order 
to dispell this dislike as well as to discredit his major opponents, 

SALHIHS has engaged in vicious publio attacks against the last regime and 
its major leaders. Seme of these attacks have been manifested in the 
Latvian nowa|pi$im "Latvljas Zinas" (Latvian Hews) published in Sweden 

by Janis GR15S idio is tmder KALNINS' domination as it was EAUIINS ^o 
procured him his present positicmi In the Swedish govenment and who by 
the same token bam cause his discharge. Although the number of E&LHINS 
followers aM dupporters is small, it is still a significant group as it 
uses all moms*- fair or foul - in its attempt to discredit the epposition. 


b. The 


(1) In reality there Is nonsuch organization in ezistadoe. It 
may rather be tersi^ as a movement by the of Latvians ^o point 

o^t that ^e HLKiNIS regime was the most productive in the histexy cf 
latvia, a regime which saved Latvia from financial banknqitcy and political 
chaos. There is no true and real leader of this mOvomeot, «d;thcugh a maa|p9^ 
of ijqportant Latvians are followers thereof. In disputes between the 
Parliamentarians and the Clmanists, the latter are qiiick to point ovit that 
even the Parliamentarians theiaselves have openly admitted that the Ulmanls 
regime had aoeeraplished just ^at it set out to do, ij;e,, create a better } 
Latvia* 


(2) A number of preaninent Latvians are stq)port0r8 of the former 
Ulmanis i*eglme, the most important one being Janis CELMS \dio could even be 
considered as the unoffiei^ head of the Blmanis movement, GEIIilS has been 
very active in the refugee (DP) circles, having been one of the founders of 
the Latvian Central Council, serving on the executive body of that council, 
the Latvian Cmitral Committee, and having been one of the founders of the 
Latvian National Council, the organization he hoped would eventually beocme 


the Latvian government-itwexlle. 
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(1) i& 1946 fer the purpoM of 

aesistiiag -WhifS^ (Meaibei^ of the l$th aad 19th 

Xatviae Vt^kmA ^ BlvisioBel Its aotoel les4er 

is the fomer Lat^ah ia Qermai:^, an 

eciEtoeeie%^ etdoy eaa^^Of a)^ tmtap^ha l^s daj^ag World IX 

oq>lolts have wideared Mm tp laiTiaas, espeelally former legloaz> 
nalres. (JANQ^, ^ Regiaeatel C^omazidsrf had led his regiment oat of 
22 aioircdements hy the Russian foroes, 

(2) The W at present has representatl'res in all eoontries whfre 
Latvians ere residing. 1^S9 r^resentatlves are basically oonoerned vith 
the eelleotloQ of d^atioos for the above-mentioned <^iariiy parposes. 

Hi several oountries this organlEation Is also knoi«n as the Bangavas 
Vanagn Fends or sl 2 i^)ly Fmds. 

(3) For the past tvo years , John A. 7ALDHAMIS, financial 
adviser to the Canadian government, has atteB^>ted and been successful In 
wemiag into the B7. At the inresent time he is the Cemadiem representative. 
Hovever, he has repeatedly attempted to assume the ^tlre leaderdaip of 
the 0F, yet has only managed to become the unrecogniaed leader of the 
Western Hami^here Df. 7ALDM&NIS is described as a restless indlvidnal, 
given to «itangling and intriguing activities. His chief desire - dao to 
the fact that he cannot enter the US because of suspected Cenummist 
activities, although a substantial amount of pressure has be^ eocertad 
tqian the State Bepartmtot hr inHu«rblal Americans - is to center 
the Latvian eanigre activities in Canada and to become the leading spirit 
and influence of such activities. 

(4) An earfer®ne2y jopepolar group in the DV is a grpt^ of former 

members of the ^Ferlnsnkruirts^ League). Up to 1934 this group 

was an overt Hazl organis»tioh in Latvia, consisted of Egppreximately 30CX) 
members, cmd had the same ideology and p^tical alms and ambitions as those 
of the MSDAP, yet was not an affiliated prgazilzation th^eof. The leader 

of this groi:^, Qustavs CSthlNS^ at present in the US and against whom 
deportation proceedings are being farmulated, was forced ^ flee Latvia in 
1934 beoaetse of UIJjAHXS' perseoatim of all fascists. CMJENS returned to 
Latvia in 1941 and assisted the pcorcpying Germans in esta.blishing their 
Si^erheitsdi«ist (SB) office in Riga. Under the able leadership odt Br. 
LANGE, chief of the SB, CMMHS installed a great number of his former 
"Ferkonkrosts" m^bers in the However, in the latter part of 1941> 
he lost his influmaoe and good will of the German authorities and was 
displaced by a former Latvian corporal ABAJS, viho was given the rank of 
Major of the S8 and Installed as latvian chief of that organiaatioin. ARAJS 
has been tried sentenced as a war criminal and is at present residing 
somewhere in the US Zone of Garmazy. Subsequent to his removal from the 
SB, CEtMENSjnnd all his followers were instiled in the ©eatral SP records 
office in Riga (Zentralkartei) . ®ext to Bruno KALNINS the two most hated 
men among Latvian patriots are ARAJS and GELMINS, 


SECRET 



3 



(1) This @rgiualzati€G vaa hegm in 194^ in for the purpose 

of aiding the displaoed p^sons« This organisation is net to he e<a)f^i8ed 
vith the Latvian Central Oonmeii (Latvi^as Centrals Padm^)^ which is a 
national rather 'titian a dii^aeed perscms organiaation. The Latvian Peoples 
Central Cotmeil consists of approximately 30 elected repreaentatiTee^ each 
of vhieh represent frco two to four thousand Latvian DP’s, The exeetltive 
body of this council is known as the Latvian Central CoDOBittee. The head 

of the Latvian Peoples Central Council is Heralds KLABSB and the head of the 
Latvian Central Coamlttee is Janis CEU4S. 

(2) CELMS is the most active and most poptilar of aU leading 
personalities in either the Latvian Peoples Central Ccomdttee op its Jt^eontlTe 
body, having risen frcsa the ranks and having hold a non-political, ve ry 
productive Job in pre-war Latvia. 



(1) This organization vhich was created in Germany subsequent 
to cessation of hostilities and \diose predecessor was the Latvian Central 
Ccnincil which <nriginated in Latvia in 1943 and Tddch later was incorporated 
into the Latvian Naticaial Council, was created for the purpose of uniting 
all existing Latvian political factions and organizations. Due to the fact 
that this council was headed by Bishop BANCANS and included the unpopular 
parliamaatarians of which Bruno KALHINS is a member, the council never 
achieved its aim of uniting the Latvian people. 

(2) It is significant to note that an attaupt to unite such 
mhjor groiiqjs as the Latvian churches, the Latvian press, the Union of 
Former State E^l(^ees, the I^tvian Peoples National Cotmeil, the veterans 
organization Daugavas Vanagl, the Association of Latvian Students, and 

the Latvian Red Cross has been made. The lack of success stans from the fact 
that most of these groups are remnants of the ULMANIS regime and as such 
are opposed to the parliamentarians whose representative was the leader 
and chief organizer of this council and v;ho hoped that the council would 
serve to reestablish the old Latvian parliamentarian government. 

f. The ^eriean Latvian Association (Amerlksis Latviesu Amdeniba) 

Having been fetmed in the latter part of 1950, this oiganization 
chose as its head an old Latvian immigrant. Professor Peter LEJINS, at 
present on the staff of the tlnlversity of Maryland. The aims of this 
organization seem to be more social than political, even though this appears 
to be an atten^jt to units all Latvians in the USA regardless of their 
political affiliation. At present the ALA Jtas created an Information 
Center 'throtigh which it endeavors to 'propound its aims and thereby enlist 
a greater number of Latvians in America, The chief of this inform«feii® 
center is Alfreds BERZINS, former Latvian Minister of Public Affairs, 



(l) This Information Center is not to be cemfused with the I 

Information Center of the ALA, although both have the same person as the hes^. 
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( 2 ) In Apzdl 1^51 '^Xf!redis ISEZI]^ took it npoQ hiisself for no 
apparent peraoaal ar pelitieal gein to orgaaiae a Latvian Informatien Gentar 
in New Tork Git^« Tfaie Center aims to eoUeet infomsti^ awarding tke 
Latvian homeland by ai^ overt and legal mesne at its disposal* Such means 
vould include pabLications frcm Latvia, personal letters, toroadoasts, personal 
observations of recent refugees* The Center hopes to exist from voluntary 
contributions, the sale of a bulletin vhweiin this above-mentioBied information 
viU be published, and from voltmtary services of interested individuals. 

The Center intends to adopt non-political lines* 

3* With the advent of the Displaced Persons Act of 194^ as amended, the 
Latvian refugee groups were obliged to view the Latvian refugee problem frem 
a world point of view rather than from a local German and Swedish point of 
view as has been the ease prior to that time. Since the beginning of the DP 
lot, the majority of Latvians have left Germeu^ and emigrated to the US) 
many others have also aodgrated to other countries* As a result the following 
categories of Latvians are now remaining in Germany and AustidLas 

a. Those \mdesirable because of old age and/or physicj^ handicaps* 

b. Those rejected for security and/or moral turpi tvide reasons. 

c. Those not eligible to qualify under immigration sohaoes* 

d. Those not desiring to leave Germany or Austria* 

It is anticipated that those not within the above-mentioned categories 

who have not as yet left Germany or Axistria, will do so before the end of 1951. 

4* The resulting political vacuum in Germany has already and will in 
the future cause a great deal of anxiety to the remaining Latvians. It 
could be presumed that some political organization will manifest itself 
there and seek recognition by occuf^ylng powers. It would be advisable to 
be very cautious when dealing with a new political organization, lest wo 
endanger our position with the established groups. There are at present 
two major Latvian political figures still in Gennanyx Vilis JAMOMS, 
fomer Latvian Colonel and present leader of the DV, and Janis CE3UMS, the 
head of the Latvian Central Ccmmlttee. It Is doubtful that the former 
tan ever gain admission to the US as he has held the rank of Colonel in 
the lAtvian Legion (Igth Voltmteer Waffen SS Division) and because of 
this is termed as a collaborator. The latter, however, will probably 
be admitted as his was simply a case of being "smeared" by the aforementioiieid 
Swedish newspaper) as far as is known the allegaticms against GEIMS to 
the effect that he is of pro-Gcmmunlst leadings have been cleared. 

5. Realizing that support of one or more of the i/estern powers would 
not only furnish them the necessity prestige, but also aid them in reestab- 
lishing the former parliamentary of government if and vAien Latvia is 

again free, the leading parliamentarians began to approach the western powers 
as early as 1946, These approaches consisted of proposals to send various 
people to Latvia and establish contacts with underground m^nbers. Many of ^ 
those proposals were and still are ruses to gain western sympathy, as contact , 




is bs# asai<-ea|i{rt«Bt, Xa sons 

e«s<M oatz^gtti fSc^^ bew by ftaraieblBS bbe iateH^enee 

sez^ofs o£ 4#ipnte|ioa ioN«SF«d trm Ssniilst pa^eatieiis 

broadcasts and p#dc^ lett«rl firelB lAtria, 

6. Ai^ osrancaits tbo field Biay choose to make oa the aboye 

will be velcGaed« 
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